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Council Chambers  

Municipal Building 

         June 2, 2022 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Special session on Thursday, June 2, 2022, at 5:15 P.M. 

after proper notice and agenda was posted, June 1, 2022, at 11:35 A.M. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Justin Few, Billy Jack Boatright, Kevin 

Beaty & John Browne 

Absent:    Cliff House & Randy Roden 

Presiding:    John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Sherri Swift, CFO; Stephanie Giacomo, Grants 

Administrator; John T. Hammons, City Attorney and Cora 

Middleton, City Clerk 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Work Session to discuss Wastewater Plants, Wastewater delivery systems and rates for 

service.  
21021021Executive Summary 

Discussion Only. 

 

Jon Wolff, Municipal Finance Services, Inc. addressed the Council regarding the needs of the 

City’s Sanitary Sewer System and possible funding of those needs. He reviewed a report that 

listed the City’s current debt, the maturity of that debt and the addition of the load for the repairs 

to the City’s Water Distribution System. He commented on the reason for that debt and how that 

debt was funded. He stated that the 1% Sales Tax that was being used to fund the current debt 

would expire in about nine and half (9 ½) years.  

 

Mayor Browne inquired about the amount of the previous debt when it was refinanced. 

 

Mr. Wolff stated that he would get that information. He then reviewed the Sales Tax collections 

since 2011, the comparisons with other cities sewer rates and funding options that could be 

available to the City.  

 

There was discussion concerning the formula to calculate compound growth, the increase in sales 

tax receipts, what it cost to operate the sewer system, how much currently went on wastewater, 
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the loss the City has been experiencing the last several years, how the initial option only enabling 

the City to break even with no funds for capital improvements, looking at additional revenue 

sources to help fund improvements, a possible rebate program, the current one percent (1%) sales 

tax being dedicated to the 2002 Bond debt and McAlester being the only city that paid for 

utilities with sales tax revenue. 

 

No action was taken on this item. 

 

2. Consider and act upon, declaring an emergency and authorizing installation of insertion 

valves, purchase materials and make repairs to a 24-inch water main near the intersection of 

Park Avenue and 7th Street, with expenditures not to exceed $145,000.00. (Peter Stasiak, 

City Manager) 
Executive Summary 

Motion to declare an emergency and authorize Carlton Utilities to install the insertion valves, Purchase Materials 

from Utility Supply Company and authorize Timco to make repairs to a 24-inch water main near the intersection of 

Park Avenue and 7th Street, with expenditures not to exceed $145,000.00. 

 

Robert Vaughan, P.E. Branch Manager Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the 

Council explaining that there was a constant leak on a 24-inch water main near the intersection 

of Park Avenue and 7th Street. He stated that the concern was that one of the leaks was on a 

forty-five-degree (45º) fitting. He commented that should this was similar to the problem the 

City had experienced in March on Joy Street. He described how the repairs would be performed, 

which companies would perform the specific repairs and their costs and where the materials 

would be purchased and those costs. 

 

After a brief discussion concerning the leak, how long the leak had been running, if the line 

would be replaced where the insertion valves would be installed and if the valves would become 

part of the valve system, a motion to declare an Emergency for the preservation of peace, health 

and safety and authorize Carlton Utilities to install the insertion valves, Purchase Materials from 

Utility Supply Company and authorize Timco to make repairs to a 24-inch water main near the 

intersection of Park Avenue and 7th Street, with expenditures not to exceed $145,000.00 was 

made by Councilman Few.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright, and the vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Boatright, Smith, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

3. Consider and act upon a resolution supporting an application to the WaterSMART Drought 

Response Program: Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2023. (Stephanie Giacomo, 

Grants Administrator) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends adoption of the resolution authorizing submittal of a grant application and cost sharing a 

minimum of $500,000.00 towards the project.  
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Stephanie Giacomo, Grants Administrator addressed the Council explaining that this was to 

apply for a grant that would help fund the extension of the inlet pipes at the City’s secondary 

water source, the Coal Creek Station. She added that this water source was an important part of 

the City’s drought response plan and emergency water supply to the City. She commented that 

this would help correct some of the original design of the station allowing for more consistent 

access to the water. She added that this would be a fifty-fifty (50/50) matching grant up to 

$500,000.00. 

 

A motion to approve RESOLUTION NO. 22-13, supporting an application to the WaterSMART 

Drought Response Program: Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2023 and cost sharing a 

minimum of $500,000.00 towards the project was made by Vice-Mayor Smith. The motion was 

seconded by Councilman Few, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Recess Council Meeting 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Few and seconded by Councilman Beaty to recess the 

Special meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25, Section 307.B.1; to 

discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation 

of any individual salaried public officer or employee; City Manager. There was no discussion, 

and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Beaty, Boatright, Smith & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the Special Meeting was recessed at 6:16 P.M. 

 

Executive Session 
Recess into Executive Session in compliance with Section Title 25 Section 307 B.1, et.seq. Oklahoma Statutes, to wit: 
  

1) Consider and act upon, an Executive Session in accordance with the with Title 25, 

Section 307.B.1; to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, 

disciplining or resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee; City 

Manager.  

 

Reconvene the Special Meeting 
Take any action necessary from Executive Session discussion. 

 

The Special Meeting was reconvened at 6:30 P.M. Mayor Browne reported that the Council had 

recessed the Special Meeting for an Executive Session in accordance with Title 25, Section 

307.B.1; to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining or 

resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee; City Manager. Only that matter 
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was discussed, no action was taken, and the Council returned to open session at 6:30 P.M., and 

this constituted the Minutes of the Executive Session. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Vice-Mayor Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Few.  

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Few, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


